									4th December 2014 
Dr John Womersley 
Northern, Eastern & Western Devon 
Clinical Commissioning Group 
Crown Yealm House 
Pathfields Business Park 
South Molton 
EX36 3LH 
Dear Dr Womersley, 
I am writing to express my grave concerns regarding the forthcoming proposed closure of hospital beds in South Molton. 
At the Care Closer to Home presentation you stated that 'the trust believes that approximately 45 - 64 beds are needed across the region'. South Molton's modern Community Hospital has 28 beds (24 of which are at present in use) and serves a large geographical area from Dulverton to Barnstaple. 
One of my main concerns is that keeping people at home with Community Nurses calling will work very well on paper but not in practice. In such a rural area a great deal of nursing time will be spent travelling, adverse weather conditions could prevent patients receiving a visit and what level of care will be available to these people in the evenings and at weekends? 
In addition, in announcing the closure of Torrington hospital, the announcement documentation released stated: 
'South Molton has the benefit of Consultant beds. This means that patients can be admitted to the community hospital because they are no longer acutely ill, but will have complex difficulties that still require the oversight of a Consultant. South Molten also supports an orthopaedic rehabilitation pathway as its particular speciality for inpatients' 
As the Community Hospital is less than 30 years old, built on one level and well supported by the townsfolk and, bearing in mind my comments, I would urge you not to close any of these beds. If bringing care closer to home is your intention I would stress that the reinstatement of the Minor Injuries Unit would also be of great benefit to the people of South Molton too. 
Yours sincerely 


